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A thesis statement is what presents your 

opinion on a subject or matter that you are 

writing about.  It sums up what your paper 

will be about.



 It must be something that is debatable!

 It gives organization to your essay!

 It lets your audience know the main idea of 

your paper!

 It gives an answer to the prompt you are 

given!

 You absolutely CANNOT have a paper without 

one!



 Strong thesis statements must take a position 

on the issue you are writing about.

 Strong thesis statements are also specific and 

present the main idea of your writing, 

removing all doubt of what your paper will 

be about.

Example:  Teachers should get paid as much as 

doctors because they work long hours, they 

are under lots of pressure, and their work 

makes other jobs possible.



Indecisive language, such as “in my opinion,” 

or “I think,” or “I believe” are terrible, 

terrible things to include in your thesis 

statement.  It’s okay to act like you know it 

all!  You’re trying to prove a point!



Thesis statements should also contain every 

point you intend to make in your paper!  

Example:

Teachers should get paid as much as doctors 

because they work long hours, they are 

under lots of pressure, and their work makes 

other jobs possible.

What are the three main points I intend to 

make?



Disney World is the best place to go on 

vacation because the rides are fun, you 

might see someone famous, and it brings out 

your inner child.

OR…..

In my humble opinion, Disney world is the best 

place to go on vacation because it is 

awesome.



An excellent form of entertainment that has 

delighted American audiences for decades is 

film.  The smell of popcorn, the bright lights 

of the big screen, and the thrill of a night at 

the movies are all a part of what makes it so 

wonderful.  Many great masterpieces have 

been produced since the beginning of film.  

The 2008 Adam McKay film Stepbrothers is 

the best movie ever made because it has a 

complicated plot, it has an awesome 

soundtrack, and it is extremely hilarious.


