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Key Values and Beliefs 

As the teacher of your children, I 
have a set of values and beliefs 

that will govern the way my 
classroom will function.  These 
values and beliefs also combine 

to create my mission for this 
classroom. 



Key Values and Beliefs 

- I believe that each student has the capacity to learn. 

- I believe that each student brings something unique 
to the classroom. 

- I believe that it is my responsibility to take every 
action necessary to ensure that my students succeed. 

- I believe that I can give my students the 
opportunities that they need to learn and grow. 

- I believe that I can make a difference in the rest of 
my students’ lives. 

- I believe that my students will succeed. 



Key Values and Beliefs 

Most of all, I believe that it is my responsibility to do everything in my power to ensure that 
the Circle of Courage remains intact in my classroom, by fostering belonging, mastery, 

independence, and generosity.. 

 



Mission Statement 

I will educate my students and ensure their success by 
creating an environment that fosters independence 

and self-awareness through leading by positive 
example, creating reinforcements that encourage 

students to be responsible and accountable, opening 
doors to opportunity for my students, and finding 
fresh and creative ways to educate my students on 

not only my content area, but also in skills that they 
will apply in every facet of their lives. 



Goals and Desired Outcomes 

I believe that an integral part of a successful 
classroom is not only the setting of goals for myself 

as the teacher and my students, but also the 
meeting of those goals.  Therefore, I will work 

tirelessly to promote these goals in my classroom. 



Goals and Desired Outcomes for My Students 

 

Key Academic Goals 

 

 My students will be able to communicate effectively, 
in any manner of the word. (Writing, speaking, etc.) 

 My students will develop an enjoyment for reading – 
or at least hopefully grow to not abhor it. 

 

 



Goals and Desired Outcomes for My Students 

Broader Goals 
 My students will develop a lifelong desire to learn. 
 My students will learn how to be self-disciplined and self-

reliant. 
 My students will learn the importance of being organized 

and managing time. 
 My students will learn how to be self-motivated. 
 My students will be able to set and achieve reasonable 

goals. 
 My students will learn to respect themselves and others. 
 My students will learn the importance of being fully 

engaged in their surroundings. 
 



How Will I Promote These Goals? 

 I will model these goals by example. 
 I will teach my students the content that I am responsible for. 
 I will hold students accountable and responsible for their own 

assignments by deducting points from late work. 
 I will make each assignment and lesson an opportunity to 

grow while also having fun. 
 I will demonstrate to my students the importance of being 

self-disciplined. 
 I will allow my students to engage in group work, while also 

being responsible for their own shares of that work. 
 I will do weekly binder and planner checks to ensure that my 

students are staying organized. 
 I will provide all possible opportunities for my students to 

excel. 
 
 



Community in My Classroom 

I feel that community is an important aspect of the 
classroom, as without it, respect, cooperation, and 

the meeting of set goals becomes much more 
difficult.  In my classroom, I will strive to develop 

and maintain a positive sense of community. 

 



How Will I Develop Community In and Around 
My Classroom? 

 First and foremost, I will work to create a safe environment in my 
classroom by teaching my students to RESPECT me, themselves, 

and one another. 
 I will arrange my students’ desks in a circle for discussion days, so 

that the feeling of community is fostered. 
 I will allow 3-5 minutes of each class period for my students to tell 

the whole class about any ―news‖ in their days. 
 I will greet each student by name as they walk into my room. 
 I will play ―get-to-know-you‖ games with my students at the 

beginning of each new semester. 
 I will involve students in making decisions in my classroom. 
 I will encourage my students in each of their endeavors. 

 I will stress to my students that mistakes are the means by which we 
learn, and encourage that they make plenty of them by making them 

feel safe to do so. 
 



Relationships in My Classroom 

The development of positive relationships goes hand in 
hand with the development of community in my 
classroom.  That said, I will do everything in my 

power to establish and maintain positive 
relationships with not only my students and their 

parents, but also with my coworkers and 
administrators. 



How Will I Build and Maintain Positive, 
Constructive Relationships With My Students? 

 I will strive to make one-on-one contact with each student at least three times per 
week. 

 I will involve students in decisions concerning the class. 
 I will encourage each and every one of my students. 
 I will tailor my expectations to individual ability. 

 I will listen to my students. 
 I will treat my students with the same respect that I expect them to treat me with. 

 I will give my students a rationale for each lesson that I teach. 
 I will demonstrate to my students that I care about them all as individuals. 
 I will set up my classroom in a way that reflects a student-centered learning 

approach. 
 I will communicate with my students in ways that they will understand. 

 Instead of remaining stationary while teaching, I will move about the room while I 
teach. 

 I will allow my students to complete assignments that highlight their creativity. 
 I will implement discipline in a way that does not single out my students.  Instead, I 

will treat them with respect. 
 I will listen to and respect the opinions of my students. 



How Will I Build and Maintain Positive 
Relationships with Parents? 

 

 I will give parents all of my contact information, and 
encourage them to call with any questions, 

comments, or concerns. 

 I will send home regular reports of student progress. 

 I will set up conferences with the parents of my 
students. 

 I will gladly accept any parent volunteers in my 
classroom, though I understand that work can often 
stand in the way of parents being able to volunteer. 



Appreciating Diversity in My Classroom 

A large part of respect is acknowledging and accepting 
differences amongst individuals.  Therefore, I will 
not only acknowledge and embrace the diversity in 

my classroom, but I will teach my students to respect 
and embrace diversity as well. 



How Will I Promote an Appreciation of 
Diversity? 

 I will treat all students equally, regardless of race, gender, socioeconomic background, etc. 
 I will treat my students as individuals, rather than as a part of a larger group. 

 I will use multiple approaches to teaching in order to accommodate different learning styles and 
intelligences. 

 I will choose literature that demonstrates a respect for diversity. 
 I will prohibit culturally insensitive language in my classroom. 

 I will be flexible in my classroom structure to accommodate students who may have different 
needs. 

 I will NOT tolerate cultural insensitivity. 
 I will not apply cultural stereotypes to my students, or anyone else for that matter. 

 I will work hard to demonstrate that ALL students are capable of learning, growing, and 
succeeding. 

 I will explore classroom content from multiple perspectives. 
 I will acknowledge and accept that students may have methods of problem solving that are 

different than mine. 
 I will acknowledge and accept that students may have belief systems that are different from 

mine. 
 I will use my lesson topics and literature to demonstrate the importance of cultural diversity to 

my students. 



Motivation in My Classroom 

 

In order to learn and maximize their own potentials, 
students need to have some source of motivation in the 

classroom.  Without it, my classroom cannot be 
successful.  I plan to use innovative, fresh ways to 
motivate my students and turn them into lifelong 

learners.  My system of motivation will be based not 
upon rewards and punishment, but upon things that 

foster intrinsic forms of motivation.  In other words, my 
students will be motivated by a desire to achieve—not by 
a desire to be rewarded with a good grade or a homework 

pass. 



Motivation in My Classroom 



How Will I Motivate Learners? 

 I will allow my students choices concerning assignments. 
 I will rationalize each and every lesson to my students. 

 I will consider student interests when planning my lessons. 
 I will give my students constructive feedback. 
 I will set high expectations for my students. 
 I will hold individual student conferences. 
 I will allow students to react to assignments. 

 I will give students opportunities to self-evaluate. 
 I will stress to my students that each day is a new day to learn and grow. 

 I will allow my students to teach one another. 
 I will connect my lessons to real life. 

 I will make use of mediated instruction. 
 I will make use of station learning. 

 I will make use of direct eye contact and positive voice at all times. 



Different Abilities and Levels of Readiness 

As your child’s teacher, I completely understand that 
no two students are the same.  Therefore, I do not 

expect to be able to teach them all in the same 
manner.  I plan on using many differentiation 

strategies in order to ensure that my students not 
only learn, but feel comfortable and successful in my 

classroom. 



How Will I Address Varying Levels of Ability and 
Readiness in my Classroom? 

 I will recognize student learning differences. 
 I will differentiate in my lessons to address my students 

in a way that everyone can learn. 
 I will provide any necessary means of support to my 

students in order to ensure their success. 
 I will treat all of my students with respect and approach 

them with the attitude that they can learn. 
 I will continue to educate myself on learning disabilities 

and differences. 
 I will provide emotional and behavioral support. 

 I will plan my lessons according to the varying levels of 
ability and readiness in my classroom. 



Differentiation Strategies 

Multiple Intelligences 

In my lessons, I will incorporate as many of the 
multiple intelligences as possible.  I understand that 
there are other types of intelligence besides logical 
and linguistic, and in incorporating intelligences 

such as spatial, bodily-kinesthetic, and many more 
into my lessons, I can tap into the potential of all of 

my students. 



Differentiation Strategies 

Simulations 

In order to make my content more real for my 
students, I will use simulations in my classroom.  

These involve using real life situations in my 
classroom, so that my content becomes much more 

real and connectable for my students. 

 



How Will I Handle Problems When They Arise? 

It is inevitable that problems will arise in and outside of my 
classroom.  Therefore, I will treat all of my students, their 
family members, and my colleagues with respect as both 
a preventative measure and as a way of resolving issues 

that may come up.  I will keep extremely detailed records 
of everything that happens in my classroom, and 

document grades, etc. in a very detailed and effective 
manner.  When issues arise that are larger than what I 

can effectively handle for myself, I will take appropriate 
measures to ensure that the problem is addressed fairly 

by something higher than myself in the chain of 
command. 



Thank You For Your Time! 

I am extremely excited about the upcoming year, and 
getting to know not only my students, but their 

supportive parents.  Together, we can form a 
partnership that will ensure the success of your 

children, and an environment that will foster 
independence, mastery, belonging, and generosity.  I 
can’t wait to get started this year, and I look forward 
to seeing the awesome things that we can accomplish 

together. 


