
PUNCTUATING DIALOGUE!

Ms. Waddell



What is Dialogue?

Dialogue is conversation that occurs between people.  

When we write, we punctuate dialogue differently 

so that readers know when it is occurring.



Where Do I Begin?

First of all, dialogue must always begin with 

quotation marks.

“English class is my favorite class,” said Ashley.



Speaker First

When the dialogue tag comes first, you do this:

She said, “I am sleepy.”

The comma goes after the word said, because „she 

said‟ is introducing the dialogue.  The period goes 

INSIDE of the quotation marks.



Speaker Last

When the dialogue tag comes after the dialogue, you 

do this:

“I am so sleepy,” she said.

The comma goes after sleepy, but before the 

quotation mark, because the dialogue is introducing 

the speaker.



UNLESS...

UNLESS your dialogue ends in an exclamation point or 

a question mark!

“I am sleepy!” she said.

In this case, you don‟t need a comma after the 

exclamation point.



Speaker in the Middle

When the dialogue tag is in the middle of the sentence, 
you do this:

“You know,” Kayla said, “I‟m really not that sleepy.”

In this case, you put a comma before the quotation marks, 
introduce your speaker, put a comma, and then finish 
your quotation, putting a period at the end, inside of 
the quotation marks. DO NOT capitalize the second 
part of the quotation unless it is a new sentence, or a 

word that always gets capitalized.



Remember……

ALWAYS start your dialogue with a capital letter if it 

is the first word in the sentence, even if your 

dialogue tag is first.

Christopher said, “Give me a break.  I‟m only human.”



Remember……

ALWAYS start a new paragraph when your speaker 

changes!  No one likes confusion.

“Why do I have to go to school?” Abby asked her 

mother.

“Because I said so,” she replied.



Remember…..

To show that there is a pause in someone‟s speech, 

insert three spaced ellipses points.

“Well…I‟m not sure about that,” said Ms. Waddell.



Remember…..

Periods and commas ALWAYS go inside quotation 

marks.  We don‟t want to leave them out in the cold, 

do we?



Remember…..

ALWAYS remember to close your quotation marks!

“I am hungry, she said.

This just looks tacky.


