
Lesson Plan 

 

Instructor:  Ms. Waddell 

 

Unit:  Beowulf  
 

Class:  British Literature (12
th

 Grade) Honors 

 

Topic:  Beowulf lines 710-1007; Heroism and Identity 

 

Purpose:  Students will gain an understanding of what happens in lines 710-1007 of 

Beowulf, as well as gain a deeper knowledge of Beowulf’s character. 
 

Essential Question:  What happens in lines 710-1007 of Beowulf?  What do we know 

about Beowulf’s character at this point? 

 

Rationale:  The skill of character analysis is one that is invaluable to students.  For their 

entire lives, they will meet new people, and have to gather information about them.  The 

way they interpret and put together this information is critical in deciding the way they will 

interact with this new person.   

 

Prior Knowledge:  Students will have been introduced to Beowulf.  They will have read the 

prologue, as well as up to line 709, and talked about different conventions of the epic that 

they will see as a part of Beowulf, along with the theme of identity.  They will have also 

completed a character tree that shows all the main characters of the story, and their lineage, 

so that students can refer back to it if they get confused about names.  Further, they will 

have completed a journal in which they contemplate how Unferth’s challenge of Beowulf 

impacts or reflects the concept of his identity. 

Goals and Objectives: 

Common Core Standards (Reading) 1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 

support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, 

including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

 

Common Core Standards (Reading) 2:  Determine two or more central ideas of a text and 

analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build 

on one another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 

 

Common Core Standards (Reading) 3:  Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of 

events and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the 

course of the text. 

 

Common Core Standards (Writing) 9:  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts 

to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., ―Demonstrate knowledge of 

eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works of American 



literature, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or 

topics‖). 

b. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., ―Delineate and 

evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. 

 

Common Core Standards (Oral) 1:  Initiate and participate effectively in a range of 

collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 

clearly and persuasively. 

 

 

Common Core Standards (Language) 1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of 

standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change 

over time, and is sometimes contested. 

b. Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g., 

Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American 
Usage) as needed. 

 

Common Core Standards (Language) 4:  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown 

and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 

word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word 

or phrase. 

b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 

meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 

glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation 

of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its 

etymology, or its standard usage. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase 

(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

 

Common Core Standards (Language) 5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, 

word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 

their role in the text. 

b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

 

Common Core Standards (Language) 6:  Acquire and use accurately general academic and 

domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at 

the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 

knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 

Common Core Standards (Oral) 1:  Initiate and participate effectively in a range of 

collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 



grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 

clearly and persuasively. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; 

explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research 

on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well reasoned exchange of ideas. 

b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear 

goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed. 

c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and 

evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or 

challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and 

evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and 

determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation 

or complete the task. 

 

 

Materials:  Grammar practice activity, SAT prep activity, copies of Beowulf, teacher copy 

of Beowulf, ―The Changes of Beowulf‖ assignment sheet, copies of assignment sheet, blank 

sheets of printer paper 

 

 

Procedures 

 

1.  Students will enter class, and work on their bell-ringer as I take attendance, sign 

admit slips, etc.  (5 minutes) 

a. Bell-ringer:  Draw a picture illustrating the scene in Heorot when Grendel 

comes to visit. 

2. Grammar practice (15 minutes) 

a. As a class, go over the Daily Grammar Practice worksheet from the last 

class period.  Have students turn in their worksheets after we go over it. 

3. SAT Prep (Vocabulary Intensive) (15 minutes) 

a. As a class, go over the Daily Grammar Practice worksheet from the last 

class period.  Have students turn in their worksheets after we go over it. 

4. Hand out the quiz on lines 710-1007, and allow students to complete it.  (5 

minutes) 

5. Discuss what happens in lines 710-1007. (15 minutes)  Have students provide as 

much of the plot summary as possible. 

a. Grendel comes into Heorot, and immediately begins to wreak havoc. 

i. Lines 734-745 

ii. Why does Beowulf watch as Grendel devours his first victim?  

Could we consider this to make him somewhat less heroic?  Or 

was he just being practical? 

b. Beowulf grabs Grendel’s arm, wrestles him down, and rips it out of 

socket.  (Lines 745-820) 
c. Wounded, Grendel retreats from the hall, and Beowulf hangs the arm on 

the wall as a sort of trophy and proof of his victory. 



i. “He rejoiced in his night work,/his great courage.”  (Lines 827-

828)  Modest much?  Beowulf is pretty proud of himself. 

d. Word spreads of Beowulf’s victory. 

i. Lines 853-917 

ii. A bard sings praises to Beowulf, and recites the story of Sigemund, 

who slew a terrifying dragon, to Beowulf. 

e. Hrothgar enters, and promises rewards to Beowulf for ridding the 

kingdom of Grendel. 

i. Lines 917-956 

ii. “Now by yourself/you have done such deeds that your fame will 

endure/always and forever—may the Almighty/reward you with 

good, as He has already done!”  (953-956) 

f. Beowulf feigns modesty as he is praised. 

i. Lines 957-990 

g. They begin to clean up the hall and decorate it lavishly. 

i. Lines 991-1007 

6. Discuss Beowulf’s character (10 minutes) 

a. What do we know about Beowulf so far? 

i. Hero 

ii. Brave 

iii. Likes to brag  (Story of Breca, his boast, his fake modesty) 

iv. Strong 

7. Assign students the “Changes of Beowulf” assignment.  Read the instructions for 

them, and have them work on the first section of the illustration, depicting 

Beowulf’s character to this point.  Instruct them to keep up with this paper, for 

they will need it for sections two and three of the assignment.  If they don’t finish 

in class, this section of the assignment needs to be finished for homework.  (25 

minutes) 

a. While they are working, write their reading assignment (lines 1008-1250) 

on the board, and call their attention to it.  Remind them that they will be 

quizzed the following day.  

 

Assessment:  Students will be assessed on their knowledge of the concepts of identity 

and heroism through group discussion, and through their identity and heroism 

worksheets.  Their comprehension and understanding of the text will be assessed as we 

go along, using daily reading quizzes.  The “Changes of Beowulf” assignment will serve 

as an assessment to their understanding of the changes Beowulf’s character is 

undergoing. 

 

Differentiation:  Students who are visual learners will be accommodated by the writing 

on the board, as well as by the activity in which they illustrate Beowulf’s character.  

Auditory learners will be accommodated by my verbal explanations and in-class 

discussion.  Existentialist learners will be accommodated by class discussion, as well.   

  



The Changes of Beowulf 

 

On the provided piece of paper, I would like you to illustrate the different changes that 

Beowulf’s character undergoes throughout the story.  This piece of paper will be divided 

into three parts—representing the three sections of the story.  Each part will be illustrated 

with something that shows Beowulf’s character in that particular section.  The three 

pictures should show his character changing and evolving.  In other words, how is Beowulf 

different in each section of the story, and how has he changed from the beginning of the 

story to the end?  Use our class discussions to inspire your artwork.  At the bottom of your 

illustration, write three to four sentences describing the way in which Beowulf changes from 

the beginning to the end.  A rubric for this activity can be found below. 

The Changes of Beowulf 

 
Teacher Name: Ms. Waddell  
 
 
Student Name: ________________________________________  

 

 

CATEGORY  4  3  2  1  

Neatness  The picture is 
extremely 
neat, and it is 
obvious that 
the artist put a 
great amount 
of time and 
care into the 
drawing.  

The picture is 
neat, and it 
shows that the 
artist put 
some time 
and effort into 
the drawing.  

The picture is 
somewhat 
sloppy, and it 
seems as if 
the artist put 
minimal time 
and effort into 
the drawing.  

The picture is 
incredibly 
sloppy, and it 
is clear that 
the artist put 
forth no time 
or care.  

Relevance  The picture 
shows a clear 
connection to 
the 
assignment.  

The picture 
shows some 
connection to 
the 
assignment.  

The picture 
shows 
minimal 
connection to 
the 
assignment.  

The picture 
shows no 
connection to 
the 
assignment.  

Depth  The picture 
demonstrates 
great depth of 
character 
knowledge, 
encompassing 
the 
development 
of Beowulf\'s 
character over 
the entire 
story.  

The picture 
demonstrates 
average depth 
of character 
knowledge, 
encompassing 
the 
development 
of Beowulf\'s 
character over 
the most of 
story.  

The picture 
demonstrates 
minimal depth 
of character 
knowledge, 
encompassing 
the 
development 
of Beowulf\'s 
character over 
the very little 
of story.  

The picture 
demonstrates 
no depth of 
character 
knowledge.  



Description of Picture  Student 
description of 
the picture 
demonstrates 
a strong 
understanding 
of Beowulf\'s 
character 
development.  

Student 
description of 
the picture 
demonstrates 
an average 
understanding 
of Beowulf\'s 
character 
development.  

Student 
description of 
the picture 
demonstrates 
minimal 
understanding 
of Beowulf\'s 
character 
development.  

Student 
description of 
the picture 
demonstrates 
no 
understanding 
of Beowulf\'s 
character 
development, 
or the 
description is 
missing.  

Grammar/Punctuation/Capitalization  Student 
makes no 
errors in the 
written 
description of 
Beowulf\'s 
character 
development.  

Student 
makes 1 error 
in the written 
description of 
Beowulf\'s 
character 
development.  

Student 
makes 2-3 in 
the written 
description of 
Beowulf\'s 
character 
development.  

Student 
makes more 
than 3 errors 
in the written 
description of 
Beowulf\'s 
character 
development.  



Daily Quiz 

(Lines 710-1007) 

 

1. What is the name of the mead-hall that all Hrothgar’s men gather in? 

 

2. What is the first thing that Grendel does upon entering the hall? 

 

3. What does Beowulf do to Grendel? 

 

4. What story is recited to Beowulf? 

 

5. What does Hrothgar promise Beowulf? 

 

 

  



Daily Grammar Practice 

 

 

Above each word, write what part of speech it belongs to.  You may refer to your 

grammar notes. 

 

 

my best friend loves running, hiking, and swimming though she is  
(pronoun, adjective, noun, action verb, gerund, gerund, conjunction, gerund, subordinating conj., pronoun, 

linking verb, adverb, adjective) 

extremely clumsy 
 

 

Above the words, write what part of the sentence each one might be. 

 

 

my best friend loves running, hiking, and swimming though she is  
(Friend=subject, loves=transitive verb, running/hiking/swimming=compound direct object, she=subject, 

is=intransitive verb, clumsy=predicate adjective) 

extremely clumsy 

 
On the sentence below, identify each clause and what type it is.  Then, identify what type 

of sentence it is. 

 

 

my best friend loves running, hiking, and swimming though she is  
  (Independent clause)            (Dependent clause) 

extremely clumsy 
Complex sentence 

 

Correct the mechanical errors in the sentence below. 

 

 

my(My) best friend loves running, hiking, and swimming (,) 

though she is extremely clumsy(.) 
 

 

In the space below, diagram the sentence. 

 

  



SAT Prep Activity 

 

1. Resolve is to resolution as _________________. 

a. Dissolve is to solution 

b. Compensate is to compensation 

c. Resolve is to rotation 

d. Absolve is to acquit 

 

2. Tribulation is to ordeal as __________________. 

a. Denigrate is to laud. 

b. Homage is to disparagement 

c. Exhilaration is to exhaustion 

d. Exaltation is to tribute 

 

3. Biology is to life as _____________________. 

a. Chemistry is to substance 

b. Geography is to mountain 

c. Calculus is to algebra 

d. Psychology is to psychologist 

 

4. Daschund is to dog as ___________________. 

a. Salmon is to fish. 

b. Gosling is to goose. 

c. Cow is to bovine. 

d. Bird is to aviary. 

 

5. Novel is to author as _________________. 

a. Child is to parent. 

b. Script is to playwright. 

c. Screenplay is to technician. 

d. Pet is to owner. 

 

 

6. Exceed is to surpass as _______________. 

a. Replicate is to duplicate. 

b. Multiply is to divide. 

c. Ordinary is to uncommon. 

d. Eliminate is to create. 

 

7. Sweater is to apparel as _______________. 

a. Accessorize is to accessories. 

b. Sofa is to furnishings. 

c. Vegetable is to mineral. 

d. Bureau is to drawer. 

 

8. Cloud is to cumulus as _____________________. 

To resolve something is to find a 

resolution, and to compensate 

someone is to give them 

compensation. 

Tribulation and ordeal are synonyms, 

as are exaltation and tribute. 

Biology is the study of life, as 

chemistry is the study of substances. 

A daschund is a type of dog, and a 

salmon is a type of fish. 

A novel is created by an author, as a 

script is created by a playwright. 

Exceed and surpass are synonyms, as 

are replicate and duplicate. 

A sweater is a type of apparel, and a 

sofa is a type of furnishing. 



a. Animal is to amphibian 

b. Vegetable is to cultivate 

c. Mountain is to summit 

d. Mineral is to hematite 

 

 

Cumulus is a type of cloud, and 

hematite is a type of mineral. 


