
Lesson Plan 

 

Instructor:  Ms. Waddell 

 

Unit:  Beowulf  
 

Class:  British Literature (12
th

 Grade) Honors 

 

Topic:  Unit Test 

 

Purpose:  Students will take their unit test on Beowulf. 

 

Essential Question:  What did we learn while reading Beowulf? 
 

Rationale:  How can I see if students have gained anything from the unit if I don‘t test them? 

 

Prior Knowledge:  Students will have been introduced to Beowulf.  They will have read the 

prologue, as well as the entire poem, and talked about different conventions of the epic that they 

will see as a part of Beowulf, along with the theme of identity.  They will have also completed a 

character tree that shows all the main characters of the story, and their lineage, so that students can 

refer back to it if they get confused about names.  Further, they will have completed a journal in 

which they contemplate how Unferth‘s challenge of Beowulf impacts or reflects the concept of his 

identity.  Students will have already begun to discuss the character of Beowulf, and will have been 

familiarized with the idea of wyrd, completing a journal in which they contemplate fate in their own 

everyday lives.  They will also have discussed the ideas of revenge, fame, and glory, and how they 

play into identity and heroism, and they will have compared and contrasted the different battles in 

Beowulf.  Students will have also talked about the ways in which Beowulf‘s character is changing, 

and they will have discussed the concept of comitatus. 

Goals and Objectives: 

Common Core Standards (Reading) 1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support 

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 

determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
 

Common Core Standards (Reading) 2:  Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze 

their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one 

another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 

 

Common Core Standards (Reading) 3:  Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and 

explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text. 

 

Common Core Standards (Writing) 9:  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to 

support analysis, reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., ―Demonstrate knowledge of 

eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works of American literature, 

including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics‖). 



b. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., ―Delineate and evaluate the 

reasoning in seminal U.S. 

 

Common Core Standards (Oral) 1:  Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, 

texts, and issues, building on others‘ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

 

 

Common Core Standards (Language) 1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change 

over time, and is sometimes contested. 

b. Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g., 

Merriam-Webster‘s Dictionary of English Usage, Garner‘s Modern American 
Usage) as needed. 

 

Common Core Standards (Language) 4:  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly 

from a range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 

word‘s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word 

or phrase. 

b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 

meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 

glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation 

of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its 

etymology, or its standard usage. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase 

(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

 

Common Core Standards (Language) 5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 

relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 

their role in the text. 

b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

 

Common Core Standards (Language) 6:  Acquire and use accurately general academic and 

domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 

college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge 

when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 

Common Core Standards (Oral) 1:  Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, 

texts, and issues, building on others‘ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 



a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw 

on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to 

stimulate a thoughtful, well reasoned exchange of ideas. 

b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals 

and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed. 

c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; 

ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas 

and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made 

on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional 

information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 

 

Common Core Standards (Reading) 7: Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem 

(e.g., recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each 

version interprets the source text. (Include at least one play by Shakespeare and one play by an 

American dramatist.) 

 

 

 

Materials:  Unit test, copies of unit test, peppermints 

 

 

Procedures 

 

1.  Students will enter the classroom and I will take attendance, sign admit slips, etc.  On the 

board will be written:  Take out five sheets of notebook paper, as well as a sharpened 

pencil or a pen. (5 minutes) 

2. Students will begin the unit test after removing everything from their desk.  (85 minutes) 

a. Halfway through the test, walk around the room and offer each student a 

peppermint. 

b. If students finish early, they may turn in their test and read a book silently. 

c. Warn students when they have thirty minutes left, and when they have fifteen 

minutes left. 

 

Assessment:  Students will be assessed using the Beowulf unit test. 

 

  



Beowulf Unit Test 

Part I:  Identification (6 points each, 30 points total) 

Identify the significance of these characters and/or places in Beowulf.  Why is it important?  What 

part did it play in the book? 

1. Grendel: 

 

2. Unferth: 

 

 

3. Wiglaf: 

 

4. Grendel‘s mother: 

 

 

5. Heorot: 

Part II:  Short Answer (8 points each, 40 points total) 

Choose 5 of the 7 short answer questions below, and show me what you know!  Be specific, and 

use complete sentences to answer—or else points will be deducted. 

 

1. How is Beowulf a hero? 

 

 

2. How does Beowulf‘s character change throughout the story? 

 

 

3. How is Beowulf an epic? 

 

 

4. Why is Beowulf‘s lineage such a big part of his identity? 

 

 

5.  What do Beowulf‘s heroic actions have to do with his identity? 

 

6. What are some things about Beowulf‘s history that are peculiar?  What do we know about 

the history of this story? 

 

 

 



7. How is the idea of ‗comitatus‘ demonstrated in Beowulf?  Where do we see this in the 

text? 

 

Part III:  Essay Question (30 points) 

For the final part of this test, write an essay comparing the film version of Beowulf (Robert 

Zemeckis 2007) to the text that we read in class.  What is similar about the two versions?  What do 

you notice that is different?  Which version do you think is better?  A rubric for this essay question 

can be found below, and must be adhered to. 

 

Essay Question 

 
Teacher Name: Ms. Waddell  

 
 
Student Name: ________________________________________  

 

 

CATEGORY  4  3  2  1  

Organization  Information is very 
organized with well-
constructed 
paragraphs.  

Information is 
somewhat organized 
with well-constructed 
paragraphs.  

Information is 
organized, but 
paragraphs are not 
well-constructed.  

The information 
appears to be 
disorganized.  

Mechanics  No grammatical, 
spelling or 
punctuation errors.  

Almost no 
grammatical, spelling 
or punctuation errors  

A few grammatical 
spelling, or 
punctuation errors.  

Many grammatical, 
spelling, or 
punctuation errors.  

Quality of 
Information  

Information clearly 
relates to the main 
topic. It includes 
several supporting 
details and/or 
examples.  

Information clearly 
relates to the main 
topic. It provides 1-2 
supporting details 
and/or examples.  

Information clearly 
relates to the main 
topic. No details 
and/or examples are 
given.  

Information has little 
or nothing to do with 
the main topic.  

Paragraph 
Construction  

All paragraphs 
include introductory 
sentence, 
explanations or 
details, and 
concluding 
sentence.  

Most paragraphs 
include introductory 
sentence, 
explanations or 
details, and 
concluding 
sentence.  

Paragraphs included 
related information 
but were typically not 
constructed well.  

Paragraphing 
structure was not 
clear and sentences 
were not typically 
related within the 
paragraphs.  

 

  



Characteristics of the Epic 
 

 

 

―The protagonist is a hero of great stature and significance with the two traditional 

values of bravery and wisdom‖ (Murfin 144). 

 

―The setting is on a grand and vast scale, often encompassing the known world at the 

time of the epic‘s composition‖ (Murfin 144). 

 

―The plot entails noble, fantastic, and even superhuman efforts‖ (Murfin 144). 

 

―Supernatural entities usually involve themselves in the action and in the affairs of 

the hero, who often must descend into some kind of underworld before he can 

claim victory‖ (Murfin 144). 

 

Epics also often begin their story ‗in medias res,‘ meaning in the middle of things 

(Murfin 144). 

 

Epics also generally include a quest, which is the hero‘s journey that he must take in 

order to accomplish something. 
 

 

Murfin, Ross, and Supriyia M. Ray. "Epic." The Bedford Glossary of Critical and Literary 

Terms. 3rd. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2009. Print.  

 

 

 


