
Lesson Plan 

 

Instructor:  Ms. Waddell 

 

Unit:  Beowulf  
 

Class:  British Literature (12
th

 Grade) Honors 

 

Topic:  Beowulf lines 2516-2820; Comitatus 

 

Purpose:  Students will gain an understanding of what happens in lines 2211-2515 of Beowulf, 

and will be able to discuss more about the concept of comitatus. 
 

Essential Question:  What happens in lines 2211-2515 of Beowulf?  What is comitatus, and where 

do we see it in Beowulf? 

 

Rationale:  Comitatus is something that my students can readily identify with.  Through the rest of 

their lives, they will form bonds with people.  As high school students, they can perhaps identify 

with comitatus better than older adults.   

 

Prior Knowledge:  Students will have been introduced to Beowulf.  They will have read the 

prologue, as well as up to line 2515, and talked about different conventions of the epic that they 

will see as a part of Beowulf, along with the theme of identity.  They will have also completed a 

character tree that shows all the main characters of the story, and their lineage, so that students can 

refer back to it if they get confused about names.  Further, they will have completed a journal in 

which they contemplate how Unferth’s challenge of Beowulf impacts or reflects the concept of his 

identity.  Students will have already begun to discuss the character of Beowulf, and will have been 

familiarized with the idea of wyrd, completing a journal in which they contemplate fate in their own 

everyday lives.  They will also have discussed the ideas of revenge, fame, and glory, and how they 

play into identity and heroism, and they will have compared and contrasted the different battles in 

Beowulf.  Students will have also talked about the ways in which Beowulf’s character is changing. 

Goals and Objectives: 

Common Core Standards (Reading) 1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support 

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 

determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
 

Common Core Standards (Reading) 2:  Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze 

their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one 

another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 

 

Common Core Standards (Reading) 3:  Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and 

explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text. 

 

Common Core Standards (Writing) 9:  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to 

support analysis, reflection, and research. 



a. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate knowledge of 

eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works of American literature, 

including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics”). 

b. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the 

reasoning in seminal U.S. 

 

Common Core Standards (Oral) 1:  Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, 

texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

 

 

Common Core Standards (Language) 1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change 

over time, and is sometimes contested. 

b. Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g., 

Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American 
Usage) as needed. 

 

Common Core Standards (Language) 4:  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly 

from a range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 

word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word 

or phrase. 

b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 

meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 

glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation 

of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its 

etymology, or its standard usage. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase 

(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

 

Common Core Standards (Language) 5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 

relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 

their role in the text. 

b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

 

Common Core Standards (Language) 6:  Acquire and use accurately general academic and 

domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 

college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge 

when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 



Common Core Standards (Oral) 1:  Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, 

texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw 

on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to 

stimulate a thoughtful, well reasoned exchange of ideas. 

b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals 

and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed. 

c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; 

ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas 

and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made 

on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional 

information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 

 

 

Materials:  Creative writing activity, copies of Beowulf, teacher copy of Beowulf, journal prompt 

 

 

Procedures 

 

1.  Students will enter class, and begin work on their creative writing time as I take 

attendance, sign admit slips, etc.  (40 minutes) 

a. Creative Writing Prompt: Imagine your idea of what Heaven (or your idea of the 

afterlife) is like.  Write a story in which you describe this place for the reader. 

2. Hand out the quiz on lines 2516-2820, and allow students to complete it.  (5 minutes) 

3. Discuss what happens in lines 2516-2820. (10 minutes)  Have students provide as much 

of the plot summary as possible. 

a. Beowulf goes in to fight the dragon, alone. 

b. “…From the hoard‟s warden/I will not flee a single foot, but for us/it shall be at 

the wall as wyrd decrees” (Lines 2524-2526) 

i. We get another example of fate 

c. He‟s fighting the dragon, and he knows he can‟t last long. 

i. “…and wyrd did not/grant victory in battle.  The lord of Geats/raised his 

hand, struck that mottled horror/with his ancient sword, so that that edge 

failed/bright against the bony scales, bit less strongly/than the king of that 

nation needed it to do,/hard-pressed in battle” (lines 2574-2580) 

d. He gets , and is laying on his deathbed. 

e. Wiglaf comes in (alone) to aid Beowulf. (2602-2660) 

i. He shames the other men for not being eager to help 

f. Beowulf is bitten on the neck by the dragon 

g. Wiglaf and Beowulf kill the dragon.  (2703-2711) 

h. Beowulf sends Wiglaf to the dragon‟s treasure hoard, and has him fetch some 

pieces. 

i. Beowulf asks that Wiglaf see to the needs of the Geats, and that a tomb be built in 

his honor called “Beowulf‟s Barrow.”  It will serve as a monument to Beowulf‟s 

people.  (Lines 2794-2808) 



j. Beowulf gives Wiglaf his necklace, and then dies. 

i. We see more of wyrd in this section (lines 2814-2816) 

4. Discuss the idea of comitatus in this section of Beowulf.  (10 minutes) 

a. What is comitatus? 

b. Wiglaf:  “Then, I have heard, in his king‟s hour of need/the earl beside him 

showed his bravery,/the noble skill which was his nature” (lines 2694-2697) 

c. Where can we see examples of comitatus in pop culture? 

i. Harry Potter 

ii. Step Brothers 

iii. Firefighters with one another 

iv. Rob and Big 

d. How does comitatus relate to the idea of identity?  Do our friends and those who 

are there for us help determine who we are? 

i. In the end, we find out that Wiglaf is the “last survivor of our lineage,/the 

Waegmundings” (2813-2814)  How might this play into identity in 

Beowulf? 

5. Discuss how the aged Beowulf that we see fighting is different from the young Beowulf 

that we see at the beginning of the story. (5 minutes) 

a. He is obviously older. 

b. His attitude toward battle is much different.  He isn‟t quite so „eager‟ to go into it 

anymore.  He takes it more seriously.  He doesn‟t go looking for the trouble.  It 

finds him. 

6. Have students complete the journal prompt:  How does comitatus relate to identity in 

Beowulf?  How do our friendships and relationships contribute to our identities?  

(20 minutes) 

a. While students are writing, put their reading assignment up on the board (lines 

2821-end of story), calling their attention to it.  Remind them that they will be 

quizzed the next day. 

b. Students will hand in their journal on their way out the door. 

 

Assessment:  Students will be assessed on their understanding of comitatus and identity from 

their journal prompt.  They will be informally assessed using our conversations in class.  Their 

comprehension and understanding of the text will be assessed as we go along, using daily 

reading quizzes.   

 

Differentiation:  Students who are visual learners will be accommodated by the writing on the 

board.  Auditory learners will be accommodated by my verbal explanations and in-class 

discussion.  Existentialist learners will be accommodated by class discussion, as well. 



Daily Quiz 

(Lines 2516-2820) 

1. Who fights the dragon first? 

 

2. Who is the only warrior faithful to Beowulf? 

 

3. Where does the dragon bite Beowulf? 

 

4. How is the dragon killed? 

 

5. What is Beowulf’s last request? 

 

 


