
Lesson Plan 

 

Instructor:  Ms. Waddell 

 

Unit:  Beowulf  
 

Class:  British Literature (12
th

 Grade) Honors 

 

Topic:  An Introduction to Beowulf 
 

Purpose:  Students will gain an understanding of the background of Beowulf, as well as 

its prologue and the conventions of the epic. 
 

Essential Question:  What is Beowulf?  What happens in the prologue, and what are the 

conventions of the epic genre? 

 

Rationale:  The concepts of heroism and identity are ones that are applicable to everyone.  

They‘re universal ideas.  My students have all had someone that they idolized and 

considered a hero, and they‘re teenagers—so of course they‘re struggling with identity.  

Beowulf is a great way to explore those things in the classroom.  To even begin reading 

Beowulf, they must first understand the circumstances that surround it, and the 

conventions of the epic that they can expect to see in Beowulf. 

Goals and Objectives: 

Common Core Standards (Reading) 10: By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend 

literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 11–CCR text 

complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 
Common Core Standards (Reading) 5:  Analyze how an author‘s choices concerning how 

to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the 

choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and 

meaning as well as its aesthetic 

 

Common Core Standards (Oral) 1:  Initiate and participate effectively in a range of 

collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others‘ ideas and expressing their own 

clearly and persuasively. 

  



Common Core Standards (Language) 1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of 

standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change 

over time, and is sometimes contested. 

b. Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g., 

Merriam-Webster‘s Dictionary of English Usage, Garner‘s Modern American 

Usage) as needed. 

 

Common Core Standards (Language) 4:  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown 

and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 

word‘s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word 

or phrase. 

b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 

meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 

glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation 

of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its 

etymology, or its standard usage. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase 

(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

 

Common Core Standards (Language) 5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, 

word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 

their role in the text. 

b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

 

Common Core Standards (Language) 6:  Acquire and use accurately general academic and 

domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at 

the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 

knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 

Common Core Standards (Oral) 1:  Initiate and participate effectively in a range of 

collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others‘ ideas and expressing their own 

clearly and persuasively. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; 

explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research 

on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well reasoned exchange of ideas. 

b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear 

goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed. 

c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and 

evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or 

challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 



d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and 

evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and 

determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation 

or complete the task. 

 

 

Materials:  Bell-ringer, grammar practice activity, SAT prep activity, PowerPoint: 

Introduction to Beowulf, copies of Beowulf, teacher copy of Beowulf, notes on 

conventions of the epic. 

 

 

Procedures 

 

1.  Students will enter class, and work on the bell-ringer as take attendance, sign 

admit slips, etc.  (5 minutes) 

a. Bell-ringer:  Consider the following, and write down your answer in 

complete sentences: When you think of the word ‘epic,’ what comes to 

mind? 

2. Grammar Practice  (20 minutes) 

a. Students will get into their assigned partnerships and complete the Daily 

Grammar Practice worksheet together.  They will be responsible for 

keeping it until the next class period, in which we will go over it as a class 

and I will take it up. 

3. SAT Prep  (20 minutes) 

a. In this same partnership, have students complete the SAT Prep activity.  

They will be responsible for keeping it until the next class period, in which 

we will go over it as a class and I will take it up. 

4. Using PowerPoint presentation, give students background information for 

Beowulf.  (10 minutes) 

a. What is Beowulf? 

b. Who wrote it? 

c. When was it written? 

d. What do we have? 

e. What should I expect? 

f. Wait…there’s a movie? 

5. Read the prologue (lines 1-52) of Beowulf aloud to students.  (10 minutes) 

6. Talk about conventions of the epic genre, and have students take notes.  (10 

minutes) 

7. Have students divide a sheet of paper into two sections, and label one ‘What I 

Know About Beowulf,’ and one ‘What I Want to Know About Beowulf.’  In each 

column, they will write five things.  (5 minutes) 

8. Write a heading for each column on the board, and have students come up and 

write what they put on their own sheets.  (10 minutes) 

9. Give students their reading assignment for the night (lines 53-300), and take up 

their papers on what they know and what they want to know about Beowulf as 

they exit class. 

a. Stress to students that they will be given a quiz on the night’s reading!   



 

Assessment:  Students will be assessed on their knowledge of the book and of 

conventions of the epic later on.  However, they will be informally assessed during this 

lesson using their sheets about what they know and want to know about Beowulf. 

 

Differentiation:  Students who are visual learners will be accommodated by the use of 

PowerPoint, note-taking, and the activity where they get to write on the board.  Auditory 

learners will be accommodated by my verbal explanations and in-class discussion.  

Kinesthetic learners will be accommodated by the activity in which students get to get up 

and write on the board. 

  



Daily Grammar Practice 

 

 

Above each word, write what part of speech it belongs to.  You may refer to your 

grammar notes. 

 

 

i went to the store yesterday but I forgot to buy some milk 
 

 

Above the words, write what part of the sentence each one might be. 

 

 

i went to the store yesterday but I forgot to buy some milk 

 
On the sentence below, identify each clause and what type it is.  Then, identify what type 

of sentence it is. 

 

 

i went to the store yesterday but I forgot to buy some milk 

 
Correct the mechanical errors in the sentence below. 

 

 

i went to the store yesterday but I forgot to buy some milk 
 

 

In the space below, diagram the sentence. 

 

  



SAT Prep Activity 

 

1.  Laborious is to easy, as ___________________. 

 

a. Deferred is to delay 

b. Condemn is to commend 

c. Reciprocate is to return 

d. Enthrall is to captivate 

 

2. Odometer is to mileage, as ___________________. 

a. Clock is to timer 

b. Thermometer is to fever 

c. Thermometer is to temperature 

d. Oven is to heat 

 

3. Conviction is to passion, as __________________. 

a. Anecdote is to tale 

b. Aggravated is to elated 

c. Allocate is to show off 

d. Shy is to pantomime 

 

4. Valiant is to cowardly, as __________________. 

a. Pacify is to aggravate 

b. Alias is to secret. 

c. Dormant is to sleep 

d. Hierarchy is to rank 

 

5. Miles is to distance, as ___________________. 

a. Pulley is to incline 

b. Watts is to power 

c. Generator is to energy 

d. Flame is to fire 

 

6. Honey is to bee, as __________________. 

a. Milk is to cow 

b. Baker is to flour 

c. Flour is to bread 

d. Food is to grocer 

 

7. Laws are to congress, as _________________. 

a. Songs are to a chord 

b. Strings are to a guitar 

c. Symphony is to a composer 

d. Musician is to orchestra 

 

8. Circumference is to a circle, as _______________. 



a. Length is to a square. 

b. Diameter is to radius. 

c. Perimeter is to rectangle. 

d. Area is to triangle. 

 

9. Boastful is to modest, as ___________________. 

a. Grovel is to plead. 

b. Compliant is to submissive. 

c. Assurance is to guarantee. 

d. Corrupt is to honest. 

 

10. Catapult is to slingshot, as _________________. 

a. Comprehensive is to electricity. 

b. Impeccable is to errors. 

c. Absolve is to guilty. 

d. Paradox is to contradiction. 

 

 

  



Characteristics of the Epic 
 

 

 

―The protagonist is a hero of great stature and significance with the two 

traditional values of bravery and wisdom‖ (Murfin 144). 

 

―The setting is on a grand and vast scale, often encompassing the known 

world at the time of the epic‘s composition‖ (Murfin 144). 

 

―The plot entails noble, fantastic, and even superhuman efforts‖ (Murfin 144). 

 

―Supernatural entities usually involve themselves in the action and in the 

affairs of the hero, who often must descend into some kind of underworld 

before he can claim victory‖ (Murfin 144). 

 

Epics also often begin their story ‗in medias res,‘ meaning in the middle of 

things (Murfin 144). 

 

Epics also generally include a quest, which is the hero‘s journey that he must 

take in order to accomplish something. 
 

 

Murfin, Ross, and Supriyia M. Ray. "Epic." The Bedford Glossary of Critical and 

Literary Terms. 3rd. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2009. Print.  

 

 


