
 

Unit Overview 

 

Unit Topic: Anthem by Ayn Rand     Duration:  4 weeks 

 
Goal/Objective 

(What will students 

be able to do in 

measurable terms at 

end of lesson) 

Lesson Outline 

(Specific topic of lesson/brief description 

of major activities in lesson) 

Assessment of 

learning 

(How will 

learning of 

goal/objective be 

measured) 

Method of 

Differentiation 

(How can/will the 

lesson be modified 

or augmented to 

accommodate all 

learners?) 

Understand the 

background 

information for 

the novella 

Anthem, as well 

as gain a basic 

grasp of the 

thematic issues 

central to the 

work that we will 

explore while 

reading. 

Who is Ayn Rand and when was 

she writing this book?  What are the 

thematic issues that are central to 

this book?  (Collectivism, 

individuality, conformity, equality) 

 

 

Have students all stand by their 

desks, positioned in the same way.  

To demonstrate individuality, 

instruct one student to move their 

bodies into whatever position they 

want. 

Students will be 

given an exit 

slip assignment 

to write at least 

three things that 

they know 

about Anthem 

already, three 

things they 

want to know, 

and what 

individuality 

means to them.  

An informal 

form of 

assessment will 

be the 

demonstration 

activity of 

individuality 

and conformity. 

PowerPoint and 

visuals will be 

used for visual 

learners.  

Auditory 

learners will be 

accommodated 

by class 

discussion.  

Students will 

also be asked to 

take notes.  

Kinesthetic 

learners will be 

accommodated 

by the activity 

that 

demonstrates 

individuality. 

Students will be 

able to identify 

key vocabulary 

words in Anthem,  

I will introduce vocabulary words, 

and use a PowerPoint presentation 

with pop culture examples to 

illustrate the meaning of each word.  

Students will be given a list of these 

words and definitions, and they will 

be instructed to write a sentence 

using each word, and draw a picture 

next to each word that illustrates its 

meaning. 

Vocabulary words: alliance, 

solitude, vindicate, endeavor, edict, 

atone, defile, summit, mandate, 

abyss 

I will walk 

around the 

room to monitor 

student 

progress.  The 

assessment of 

vocabulary will 

accompany 

their journal 

entries and unit 

test.  Today, 

however, they 

will be 

informally 

PowerPoint and 

visuals will be 

used for visual 

learners.  

Auditory 

learners will be 

accommodated 

by class 

discussion.  

Learners who 

are artistically 

inclined (as 

well as visual 

learners) will be 



 assessed by the 

illustration 

activity that 

they will 

complete. 

accommodated 

by the 

illustration 

portion of the 

vocabulary 

activity.  

Gain an 

understanding of 

what happens in 

Chapter I of 

Anthem. 

Read Chapter I in class, and talk 

more about the ideas of 

collectivism and individuality.  As 

we read, in each class period, 

students will answer reading 

questions on things we discuss.  

These reading note questions will 

be divided according to chapter. 

 

Play the Good Charlotte song 

“Anthem” for students, and discuss 

its relevance.  As an exit slip, 

assign students to write about how 

the song “Anthem” relates to the 

book. 

The creative 

journal/essay 

activity, as well 

as discussion 

and reading 

notes, will serve 

as an 

assessment to 

this. 

Visual learners 

will be 

accommodated 

by the presence 

of the text, and 

auditory 

learners will be 

accommodated 

by reading 

aloud as a class.  

Students who 

are artistically 

inclined will be 

encouraged to 

include 

illustrations on 

their reading 

notes.  Musical 

students will be 

accommodated 

by the use of 

the song 

“Anthem.” 

Discuss the ideas 

of collectivism 

and individuality 

further. 

 

Play the Pink Floyd song “Another 

Brick in the Wall: Part II.”  Discuss 

Chapter I, introduce creative 

journaling activity, and have 

students complete the first journal. 

The creative 

journal/essay 

activity will 

serve as an 

assessment of 

student 

understanding 

of repercussions 

of life without 

individuality—

life in a 

collectivist 

society. 

Auditory 

learners will be 

accommodated 

by class 

discussion.  

Musically 

inclined 

students will 

benefit from the 

incorporation of 

“Another Brick 

in the Wall: Part 

II”   to the 

lesson. Visual 

learners, 

intrapersonal 

learners, and 



existentialist 

intelligences 

will be 

accommodated 

by the 

journaling 

activity. 

Discuss the 

significance of the 

names “Equality” 

and “Liberty” 

within Anthem, 

and gain an 

understanding of 

what happens in 

Chapter II. 

Read Chapter II in class, and talk 

about the characters of Equality 7-

2521 and Liberty 5-3000; Discuss 

the significance of their names; 

Start character development chart 

that will be referred to throughout 

reading.  Have students complete an 

exit slip, upon which they will tell 

(in their opinion, based upon class 

discussion) one reason for Ayn 

Rand‟s choice of the names 

„Equality‟ and „Liberty.‟ 

This contributes 

to our earlier 

discussions on 

themes in 

Anthem, as well 

as to future 

activities 

concerning 

character 

analysis and 

development.  

The chart will 

be one form of 

assessment that 

will be 

collected at the 

end of the unit.  

Students will be 

given an exit 

slip as an 

informal 

assessment of 

their 

understanding 

of the 

significance of 

the names 

„Equality‟ and 

„Liberty.‟ 

Visual learners 

will be 

accommodated 

by the chart.  

Auditory 

learners will be 

accommodated 

by discussion.  

Artistically 

inclined 

students will be 

encouraged to 

draw 

illustrations to 

accompany 

their character 

development 

chart. 

GRAMMAR/ 

WRITING 

INTENSIVE 

DAY 

GRAMMAR/ 

WRITING INTENSIVE DAY 

GRAMMAR/ 

WRITING 

INTENSIVE 

DAY 

GRAMMAR/ 

WRITING 

INTENSIVE 

DAY 

Discuss the 

significance of the 

names 

“Unconquered” 

and “The Golden 

One” within 

Read Chapters III and IV in class, 

discuss the significance of the 

names “The Golden One” and 

“Unconquered,” and add to 

character development sheet. Have 

students get with a partner, rename 

Students will be 

assessed 

informally 

through the 

partnered 

activity in 

Auditory 

learners will be 

accommodated 

by class 

discussion.  

Kinesthetic 



Anthem, and 

understand what 

happens in 

Chapters III and 

IV. 

their partner, and introduce their 

partner to the class, explaining their 

new name.  Answer corresponding 

questions on the reading notes 

sheet. 

which they 

rename their 

partner with 

something of 

significance.  

This activity 

will eventually 

tie into their 

Facebook 

profile character 

analysis 

activity.  

Further, this 

class discussion 

will contribute 

to their 

character 

development 

charts. 
Class discussion 

will serve as an 

informal 

assessment. 

learners will be 

accommodated 

by the partnered 

activity.  Visual 

learners will be 

accommodated 

by the character 

development 

chart. 

Students will be 

able to discuss the 

significance of 

Equality 7-2521‟s 

inability to see his 

own image, and 

understand what 

happens in 

Chapters V and 

VI. 

Read Chapters V and VI in class, 

and discuss Equality 7-2521‟s 

inability to see his own image.  

What is significant about this? Help 

students answer related questions 

on their reading notes. Play the 

song “Reflection” (from Disney‟s 

Mulan), and discuss how it relates 

to Anthem.  Have students complete 

their second journal prompt. 

Students will be 

assessed using 

their reading 

notes answers 

and their 

character 

development 

charts.  Further, 

their completion 

of their second 

journal prompt 

is part of a 

larger 

assessment that 

looks at their 

understanding 

of individualism 

vs. collectivism. 

Class discussion 

will serve as an 

informal 

assessment. 

Auditory 

learners will be 

accommodated 

by class 

discussion.  

Visual learners 

will be 

accommodated 

by the reading 

notes.  

Linguistically 

gifted students 

and 

intrapersonal 

learners will be 

accommodated 

by the journal 

prompt, as will 

those with 

existential 

intelligences.  

Musically 

inclined 



students will be 

accommodated 

by the 

discussion of 

the song 

“Reflection.” 

Students will 

understand what 

happens in 

Chapter VII, and 

the significance of 

the quote “What 

is not thought by 

all men cannot be 

true” (Rand 73). 

Read Chapter VII in class, and 

discuss the quote “What is not 

thought by all men cannot be true” 

(Rand 73), and answer the 

corresponding questions on their 

reading notes.  Have students help 

brainstorm examples of historical 

figures who thought differently than 

others, and how that contributed to 

society.   

Students will be 

assessed using 

their answers to 

the reading note 

questions that 

correspond to 

this discussion, 

as well as their 

character 

development 

charts.  Class 

discussion will 

serve as an 

informal 

assessment. 

Visual learners 

will be 

accommodated 

by the 

brainstorming 

activity, as well 

as by the 

completion of 

reading notes.  

Auditory 

learners will be 

accommodated 

by class 

discussion, as 

will 

existentialist 

intelligences. 

Students will gain 

an understanding 

of Chapter VIII, 

and the 

significance of 

Equality‟s first 

sight of his 

reflection. 

Read Chapter VIII in class, and talk 

about Equality 7-2521‟s first sight 

of his reflection.  Have students 

draw a self-portrait, including the 

things that make them unique from 

others. 

Students will be 

assessed using 

their self-

portrait of 

uniqueness.  

This portrait 

will 

demonstrate 

their 

understanding 

of what is so 

significant 

about seeing 

one‟s own 

image.  They 

will also be 

assessed using 

their reading 

notes. 
Class discussion 

will serve as an 

informal 

assessment. 

Auditory 

learners will be 

accommodated 

by class 

discussion, and 

visual learners 

will be 

accommodated 

by the 

illustration 

activity. 



 

GRAMMAR/ 

WRITING 

INTENSIVE 

DAY 

GRAMMAR/ 

WRITING INTENSIVE DAY 

GRAMMAR/ 

WRITING 

INTENSIVE 

DAY 

GRAMMAR/ 

WRITING 

INTENSIVE 

DAY 

Students will gain 

an understanding 

of Chapter IX, as 

well as a deeper 

understanding of 

the characters of 

Equality 7-2521 

and Liberty 5-

3000. 

Read Chapter IX in class, and 

complete the Facebook character 

analysis activity.  (Analysis of 

Liberty 5-3000 will be done as a 

class; analysis of Equality 7-2521 

will be done in groups as practice) 

Students will be 

assessed using 

their Facebook 

character 

analysis 

activity, as well 

as their reading 

notes for 

Chapter IX. 
Class discussion 

will serve as an 

informal 

assessment. 

Auditory 

learners will be 

accommodated 

by class 

discussion.  

Visual learners 

will be 

accommodated 

by the 

Facebook 

character 

analysis 

activity. 

Students will gain 

an understanding 

of Chapter X. 

Read Chapter X in class, complete 

corresponding reading notes, and 

have students complete their third 

journal prompt. 

Students will be 

assessed using 

their reading 

notes.  The 

journal prompt 

will tie into the 

activity that 

assesses student 

grasp of the 

consequences of 

life in a 

collectivist 

society. 

Visual learners 

will be 

accommodated 

by the 

completion of 

reading notes 

and the journal 

prompt, as will 

existentialist 

intelligences.  

Auditory 

learners will be 

accommodated 

by the class 

discussion. 

Students will gain 

an understanding 

of chapter XI, as 

well as themes 

that are heavily 

present within 

Anthem 

(individuality, 

equality, and 

conformity) 

Read and discuss Chapter XI in 

class, and have students begin work 

on their soundtrack to Anthem. 

Students will be 

assessed using 

their 

soundtracks to 

Anthem as a 

judge of how 

well they are 

grasping the 

central themes 

present in 

Anthem. Their 

reading notes 

Musical 

intelligences 

will be 

accommodated 

by the chance to 

incorporate 

music into their 

understanding 

of themes 

within Anthem.  

Auditory 

learners will be 



will address 

their 

understanding 

of significant 

things within 

Chapter XI. 
Class discussion 

will serve as an 

informal 

assessment. 

accommodated 

by class 

discussion. 

Students will 

understand 

Chapter XII, as 

well as the 

significance of the 

word „ego.‟ 

Read Chapter XII in class, and 

discuss the significance of the word 

„ego.‟  Complete corresponding 

reading notes questions. Allow 

students time to finish their 

soundtrack to Anthem. 

Student 

understanding 

of Chapter XII 

and the word 

„ego‟ will be 

assessed using 

their reading 

notes questions.  
Class discussion 

will serve as an 

informal 

assessment. 

Auditory 

learners will be 

accommodated 

by class 

discussion, and 

visual learners 

will be 

accommodated 

by reading 

notes.  

Existentialist 

intelligences 

will be 

accommodated 

by class 

discussion of 

„ego.‟ 

GRAMMAR/ 

WRITING 

INTENSIVE 

DAY 

 

GRAMMAR/ 

WRITING INTENSIVE DAY 

 

GRAMMAR/ 

WRITING 

INTENSIVE 

DAY 

 

GRAMMAR/ 

WRITING 

INTENSIVE 

DAY 

 

Students will 

understand the 

value of 

individualism, 

specifically as it 

applies to 

Anthem. 

Review the repercussions of a lack 

of individuality in a collectivist 

society.  Have students write their 

short essay on the three 

consequences of the lack of 

individuality found within Anthem. 

Students will be 

assessed using 

the essay that 

they write on 

the 

consequences of 

a lack of 

individuality 

found within 

Anthem. 
Class discussion 

will serve as an 

informal 

assessment. 

Auditory 

learners will be 

accommodated 

using class 

discussion. 

Musical 

intelligences 

will be 

accommodated 

by the presence 

of background 

music while 

they write. 



Students will 

understand the 

value of 

individualism, 

specifically as it 

applies to 

Anthem. 

Wrap up the creative 

journaling/essay activity by tying 

up any loose ends, and creating 

covers to attach to their work. 

Students will be 

assessed on 

their 

understanding 

of the 

repercussions of 

a lack of 

individuality 

using the final 

product of the 

creative 

journal/essay 

activity. 

Visual learners 

will be 

accommodated 

by the chance to 

illustrate their 

journal covers.  

Existentialist 

learners will be 

accommodated 

by the journal 

and essay 

prompts. 
Artistically 

inclined 

students will be 

accommodated 

by the creation 

of a cover for 

the journal. 

Students will 

understand the 

developments that 

Equality 7-2521 

undergoes in 

Anthem. 

Wrap up character development 

charts/worksheets as a class, and 

look over reading notes, making 

sure they are grammatically correct 

and ready to turn in. 

Students will be 

assessed using 

their character 

development 

charts. 

Class discussion 

will be used as 

an informal 

assessment. 

 

Visual learners 

will be 

accommodated 

by the character 

development 

charts.  

Auditory 

learners will be 

accommodated 

by class 

discussion. 

Students will be 

able to read and 

comprehend 

Anthem. 

Review Anthem for the unit test.  

Vocabulary review: play a game 

using a stuffed animal that is tossed 

from student to student as words are 

asked.  Theme review: Play a series 

of song excerpts, (“Reflection” 

from Mulan, “Another Brick in the 

Wall: Part II” by Pink Floyd, and 

Good Charlotte‟s “Anthem”) and 

discuss how they relate to Anthem. 

Character review: take a look at 

Facebook profiles for Equality and 

Liberty, and discuss those.  

Students will be 

assessed using 

the unit test that 

they are 

preparing for. 

Visual learners 

will be 

accommodated 

by review of the 

Facebook 

profiles.  

Auditory 

learners will be 

accommodated 

by class 

discussions.  

Musically 

inclined 

students will be 

accommodated 

using the 



incorporation of 

song excerpts 

into the lesson. 

Students will be 

able to read and 

comprehend 

Anthem. 

Unit test day! Students will enter 

class and begin the first part of the 

test as soon as the bell rings.  The 

first part will include parts I and II 

of the test.  Those who finish early 

are encouraged to take out a book. 

Students will be 

assessed using 

the unit test. 

The test does 

not include any 

multiple choice 

or true/false 

questions.  I 

don‟t want 

students to 

guess on this 

test—I want to 

know what they 

know.  There 

are fill-in-the-

blank portions 

(vocabulary), 

identification 

sections, short 

answer sections, 

and a quote 

explanation 

section in which 

students choose 

two of three 

quotes to 

explain.  This 

test is designed 

so that if 

students have 

paid attention in 

class, and 

contributed to 

discussion, they 

should have no 

problem 

passing. 

Students will be 

able to read and 

comprehend 

Anthem. 

Unit test day! Students will enter 

class and begin the second part of 

the test as soon as the bell rings.  

The second part includes parts III 

and IV of the test.  Those who 

finish early are encouraged to take 

out a book. 

Students will be 

assessed using 

the unit test. 

The test does 

not include any 

multiple choice 

or true/false 

questions.  I 

don‟t want 

students to 

guess on this 

test—I want to 



know what they 

know.  There 

are fill-in-the-

blank portions 

(vocabulary), 

identification 

sections, short 

answer sections, 

and a quote 

explanation 

section in which 

students choose 

two of three 

quotes to 

explain.  This 

test is designed 

so that if 

students have 

paid attention in 

class, and 

contributed to 

discussion, they 

should have no 

problem 

passing. 

 


