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What are Pronouns?

Pronouns are words that take the place of 

nouns in a sentence that have been made 

clear by a previous statement, or represent 

an understood noun.

You guys totally remembered that!

But, you might not know that there are EIGHT 

different types of pronouns!



More About Pronouns….

You also might not know that the word that a 

pronoun replaces is called an antecedent!  

Example:  

Kimberly is going to go to the movies.  Kimberly 

will most likely buy popcorn.

Kimberly is going to go to the movies.  She will 

most likely buy popcorn.



Trouble With Pronouns

Many people run into trouble when using 

pronouns in their writing because they fail to 

make the antecedent of the pronoun clear.

Example:

They say that a good book is hard to put down.

What is wrong with this?  Is it okay to use this 

when writing?  What about when speaking?



Personal Pronouns

Personal pronouns are pronouns that represent 
people or things.

There are three different cases of personal 
pronouns:

1st person

2nd person

3rd person



1st Person Personal Pronouns

1st person pronouns refer to the speaker or 

writer of the sentence.



1st Person Personal Pronouns

Examples:

I am sleepy.  (Singular)

He gave me a book.  (Singular)

We are going to the movies.  (Plural)



2nd Person Personal Pronouns

2nd person pronouns refer to the people or 

person being spoken or written to.

“You” is the only 2nd person pronoun…and it is 

used for both plural and possessive.



2nd Person Personal Pronouns

Examples:

You should really get that checked out.

You are awesome!



3rd Person Personal Pronouns

3rd person personal pronouns make reference to the 
person or people being written or spoken about.

Singular: He, she, it

Plural: They

Examples:

He is a good friend of mine. (Singular)

They are already at the restaurant. (Plural)



Possessive Personal Pronouns

Any of the personal pronouns can be made 

possessive.  When a pronoun is possessive, 

it shows ownership of a noun.

Example:

Those are my shoes!

Where are your manners?



Demonstrative Pronouns

Demonstrative pronouns identify or point to nouns.

These pronouns are: this, that, these, those, and such.

Examples:

This is amazing!

You‟re wearing that on your date?



Relative Pronouns

Relative pronouns relate groups of words to 
nouns or other pronouns.

These pronouns are: who, whoever, 
whomever, whatever, which, and that.

Example:

The person who gets the most votes will win 
American Idol.



Common Errors with Relative 
Pronouns

A common error with relative pronoun usage is 

the difference in when to use “who” and 

when to use “whom.”  As a general rule, we 

use “who” when referring to or replacing the 

subject of the sentence, and we use “whom” 

when referring to or replacing the object of 

the sentence.



Common Errors with Relative 
Pronoun Usage

Examples:

It was Josie who brought the chips to the party.

vs.

It was Kayla to whom I was speaking.

OR

Who is your best friend?

vs.

Whom shall we invite to our dinner party?



Indefinite Pronouns

Indefinite pronouns do not substitute for nouns, but 

instead act as nouns themselves.

These pronouns are: everybody, anybody, 

somebody, all, each, every, some, none, and 

one .

Examples:

Everyone else is doing it!

None of my friends have their license.



Intensive Pronouns

Intensive pronouns consist of a personal 
pronoun, plus the word „self‟ or „selves,‟ and 

they give emphasis to a noun.

These are things such as: myself, yourself, 
herself, ourselves, and themselves.

Example:

I myself think that grammar is exciting!



Common Mistakes with Intensive 
Pronouns

A common mistake that writers make when 

using intensive pronouns is that they use 

„myself‟ instead of „I‟ when saying something 

like, “Kelly and I love country music.”

It would be incorrect to write “Kelly and myself 

love country music,” because if you removed 

Kelly from the sentence, it would read 

“Myself love country music.”



Reflexive Pronouns

Reflexive pronouns look like intensive 
pronouns, but their function is to indicate that 

the subject also receives the action of the 
verb.

Example:

I hurt myself when I fell down the stairs.

I committed the action of hurting, and it was 
also me that received that action.  Therefore, 

myself is a reflexive pronoun.



Interrogative Pronouns

Interrogative pronouns serve the purpose of 
introducing questions.

These are pronouns such as who, which, and 
what.

Examples:

What are you eating?

Who do you think you are?



Reciprocal Pronouns

Reciprocal pronouns are used to combine ideas.

These are pronouns such as „each other‟ and „one 

another.‟

Example:

Josie gave Chris a Christmas card. Chris also gave 

Josie a Christmas card.

Chris and Josie gave each other a Christmas card.



Common Misuses of Reciprocal 
Pronouns

When writing, many students often confuse 

when to use „each other‟ and when to use 

„one another.‟  As a general rule, „each other‟ 

is used when there are only two people, 

animals, things, etc. being replaced.  „One 

another‟ is used when talking about a group 

of people, animals, things, etc.



Common Misuses of Reciprocal 
Pronouns

Examples:

As a class, we should all try to get along with 

one another.

vs.

Jennifer and Mattie gave each other a sly look 

when the teacher gave the class permission 

to pick partners.


